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Word Was

Russia’s

Lase Of The Un-Secret ‘Spy’

THE CASE of Tiancis Gary DPuwers
Mustrates the effectivencss  of  Com-
munist propaganda. Ir should help im-

munize Americans against dus insidious
weapon.

When Powers’
hmart of Russia May 1,
~ercamed. "Spy!™ Many Americans swal-
fawed the word honk, line and sinker.
are still saylng Powers wns a

2 plane crished in the
1360, the Reds

Uspy.”

Yet espionage by definition.
-tevstematic seerel observalion of the
and “conduct of others.” An ex-
tudolph
Ahel the Soviet master spy in the United
Slates who was exchanged for Powers.

In seeret

. &bel disguised his identity, posed as a

- photographer and

smuggled reports to
fis superiars thegugh such devices as
rirofilm coiled inslde a plugged nickel.

By contrast. . Powers and his feliow

U2 priots had been crisserossing the So- -

viet Tion for four years. Nikila Khrush-
chev kriew of them and admitted it in
Yo long haraugue he made atter using
tie Powers incident As an oxeise for
ecakine up the Puric summit  confer-

ence a0 ansulting Predident Elsenhoveer,

What infuriated the Russians was that
th~y cowrdn't 1each the high-flving U2,

at deest until Powers camé alene. if 11 13
e hat o Soviet rorker® braught b
don I

The U24 carried on rfronnalssanca e
stnediance, not ospying. Their work s
G cecpct ax the presence of \Westol
infiacy aviaches a0 elihesales e Vioseehe

b

H

who report their cbservations of Soviet
military developments.

In the Powers case, the Reds alsc
made much of the explusive charge at-
tached te his plane and a poison needle
which he carried.

The Central Intelligence Agency, Pow-
ers” employer, has now made clear that
he had no orders to commit suicide and
wasn't expected to. On the conipary, his
instructions were (o coopcrate with s
capters if escape appeared impossihie,
and tell the truth about everything ea-
cept certain detalls of the U2,

- A third major point in Communist
propaganda about Powers was his salary
of 830,000 a year. This, according to Mos-
cow, made him a “mercenary,” the gland.
ard Communist smear for anyone workiny
agalnst Red intgrests.

Enrnings of $30,000 a \ear are not
uncommon among airline pilots whose
work is less hazardous than wis Powers’,

Even at the peak of the propaganda
barrage, many Americans persisted in
w:thholding ja‘lgment on Powers. Their
sense of fAlr play demanded his side of
the story, whith has come out nearly
two years after the event. The ClA, after
exhaustive investjgation, has cleared him

" of anv shortcomings.

With all the faets in hand, individuals
are now in- a pesltion lo arrive at an
informed opinigd about Powers' perform.
ance. \Whether ;fhe verdict {s favorable or
unfaverable, tfle Powers case stands as
a watning agin~t the Infectious ehaza -
ter of Comm gy propaganca.




